[Modification of sexual functions by antidepressants].
Sexual dysfunctions appear to be frequently occurring adverse events in treatment with antidepressants. Due to methodological reasons, a reliable estimation of the frequency of such events is currently not yet possible. There is evidence, that antidepressants could be differentiated with respect to their potency and specificity for disturbances of certain sexual subfunctions according to their pharmacological profile. With SSRIs in particular impaired functions of orgasm and ejaculation can be observed. No deteriorations are reported for buproprion and an improvement of sexual dysfunctions within the course of treatment for moclobemide. Viloxazine and trazodone appear to possess marked stimulating effects on libido and erectile functions. Generally the incidence of sexual adverse events is underestimated, although there is a pronounced impact on patient compliance. Taking into account this well documented side effect, sexual impairments should be monitored carefully within antidepressive treatment.